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The Failure of a Irrigation Development Project
in Colonial Korea: A Case Study of
Hwangdeung-je Reservoir(#%32) in ITksan
County, Honam Plains

Chung Seung-Jin

This paper brings light on the formation of the Imik Irrigation
Association (FiakFIfA, hereafter ITA), through the repair work of
Hwangdeung-je Reservoir(#%4%) on and after the making process of
Gyeongcheon-je Reservpot (Hé)1[4). This paper also exposes the secret of
a colonial project in the context of Edward Said. The repair work of
Hwangdeung-je Reservoir, actually the establishment of a huge reservoir,
was the first case in Modern Korean Irrigation History as a large-scale
project. In Honam Plains, so-called rice basket in Korea, it displayed a
model case in colonial developmental history. In 1909, ITA was
established by a famous’ Japanese colonizer, Gantaro Huzii (#EHEAHE).
Although he invested huge capital in the early stage of irrigation project,
surprisingly, he decided to close the repaired reservoir[ #%3#] in the
middle 1930s, to establish a new reservoir as an alternative in the upper
region of the Mangyeong-gang River(#tEiT). This fact directly shows
the failure of large-scale developmental project in the colonial period. At
that time a chain of irrigation projects in the valley of Mangyeong-gang
River had concealed the failure of the Hwangdeung-je Reservoir Project.

Key Words: Irrigation Association, Project. Reservoir, Display, Exposure







