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Abstract
A Study on Jeon Wu (1841-1922) and Kim Taeksul (1884~1954) s
Theory of Human Nature and Heare-Mind | Shin, Sang-Who

The paper examines the development of the theory of Rak School (I&%}) in
the 19th to 20th century. As followers of the Yulgok school, scholars of the
Rak School developed their own theory while faithfully adhering to Yulgok's
philosophy. The development of Rak School's theory of Human nature and
Heart-mind involves a sophisticated development Zhu Xi's theory of the
Heart-mind.

In Neo-Confucianism, when scholars contrast Heart-mind and Human nature,
most consider heart-mind to be ki (&, Ch. gi) and Human nature to be i (B,
Ch. li). As ki, Heart-mind may be impure. However, School of the Rak
emphasizes the difference between Heart-mind and temperament (5E), and
thus insists that for ordinary people, even though one’s temperament might be
impure, their Heart-minds remain pure. Followers of the Rak school called this
pure mind ‘the original Heart-mind’. This is their theory of “Heart-mind is
originally good.”. We can say this is the Heart-mind theory of the Rak School.

In this paper, the development of this pattern was demonstrated by analyzing
the theory of Jeon Wu (1841-1922, pen name Ganjae) and Kim Taeksul
(1884~1954, pen name Huchang). Jeon founded a new theory insisting that the
original state of ki GREAHS) is pure and good. Kim inherited this theory and
presented a specific understanding of Human nature, especially the Human
nature of temperament. According to Kim, the Human nature of temperament
is a concept that can be said only after emotions or accidents occur incorrectly.
This understanding maybe sound unfamiliar to current Neo-Confucian researchers
who are less familiar with the Horak school or may consider it a deviation way

too far from orthodox Zhu-Zheng philosophy. However, we should seriously
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consider this perspective as it enables us to recognize the nature of temperament
as secondary, that can carry further implications of understanding the difficulties

of Neo-Confucianism.

Key words: Ho-Rak debate, Rak School, Theory of Human Nature, Theory of
Heart-Mind, Jeon Wu, Kim Taeksul.





