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[ABSTRACT]

The background and character of the efforts of
the younger generation to explore ‘Joseon—style
things’ during World War I

Byun, Fun-Jin

This article reveals the background and reason behind the young
generation’s search for ‘Joseon-style things' in World War 1I, During this
period, the gap between the specificity of the younger generation and the
discourse of youth cultivation on Japanese imperialism, which rather
aroused a sense of crisis over Korean Nation Eradication, and in the process
of exploring ‘Joseon-style things’, the borrowing of Japanese-style logic
mainly resulted in the exclusion of complex characteristics and limitations
such as totalitarianism and militarism as well as nationalism. Just as it was
pointed out that the evaluation of the Joseonhak Movement in the 1930s
contained both nationalistic and fascist characteristics, even if there was no
direct influence, the efforts to explore the ‘Joseon-style things developed by
the younger generation during the wartime system also revealed these two
characteristics, During the wartime system, some of the young generations
who were aware of this emphasized ‘the improvement of Joseon culture’
through the enlightenment of the people because Japanese authorities
always insisted on the excellence of Japanese people and culture as the

basis of Assimilation of both, In other words, it was recognized as ‘a priority
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task for independence’ and an important thing for state management after
independence, However, this emphasis on improving the cultural level of
the Joseon people was to include both positivity and negativity inside the

perception due to the influence of the Japanese logic at the time,

Key words : Wartime system in World War II, the younger generation, Jo-
seon-style things, Joseonhak Movement, Korean Nation Eradication




