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| Abstract |

Symbol and Meanings of Body Shown in Yu Hua’s

Novels

Kim Myoung-hee

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic that has stricken the whole
world, modern society moves into a new normal era to which
another paradigm for survival is applied, On top of the rising
question “Is it possible to analyze/understand a human being in
crisis through the existing anthropology?”, the necessity to
explore the human being in crisis through a new anthropology
is raised, In this context, it is required to establish a new
anthropology to organically understand and explore humans
and nature, and the human mind and body. The recent research
on human body in the humanities also means the center of
anthropology is expanding to a field of ontology of the body
beyond the current horizon of thinking,

This thesis is to examine how characters’ bodies that show up
in Yu Hua’s novels are represented and symbolized and what

their meanings are, Concurrently explored are the changes in
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Chinese society depicted with the repetitive individual behavior
in his novels such as The Tale of Xu SanGuan Selling Blood, and
The Seventh Day. The characters and their bodies in these
works symbolize and represent the collective consciousness
contained in individual acts and statements, which still

transforms, adjusts, and conflicts with the individual acts and

perception, Yu Hua's novels symbolized and represented the

political, social, and cultural body that survived in the socialistic
society of China. The meanings of those bodies are concerns of
this thesis, His works also help us understand how the Chinese
body and life have been changing and what its symbolic

meanings are,

Key word
Yu Hua, Socialistic China, Chinese People, Symbol of Body, Mean-

ings of Body
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