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{Abstract>

The Dialectic of Tradition and Innovation and Their

Applicability to Paul Ricoeur’s Philosophy

Chongyoon CHUN
(Jeonju Univ.)

In this article, I found the dialectic of tradition and innovation
in Paul Ricoeur’s philosophy and emphasized his original view of
history. Accordingly, I clarified the difference between Ricoeur’s
and Hegel’s view of history and explored the ideas of Gadamer
and Kozelec that contributed to Ricoeur’s view of history. By
analyzing and understanding the issues of tradition and
innovation from a new perspective, the unique dialectical
methodology of Ricoeur’s philosophy was self-contained from my
point of view. Innovation requires tradition. New things cannot
be sought without past experiences and cultural heritage. This
situation is similar to building a pavilion of ideas to expand a
branch toward the future. This process is achieved without being
rooted in the various experiences and cultural heritage that
humankind has acquired through tradition. Tradition and
innovation correspond to each other. The reason why the two
concepts should be viewed as closely related topics (.e., they
have a dialectical relationship), rather than separate topics, was
also revealed.

Key Words: Tradition, Innovation, Dialectic, Ricoeur, Yu Gil-Jun
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