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Internalization of ‘Confucian Things' During the Japanese Colonial
Period -Focusing on Filial Conduct Awarding Ceremonies

Seonyeong Park

Abstract: This is a study intended to examine the internalization process of traditional practices
into new ones during the Japanese colonial period and how they penetrated the daily life of
Koreans. For this, it looked into ‘filial conduct’, a representative example of traditional practices.
The Japanese Government-General of Korea paid attention to the traditional practices of filial
conduct and exploited it to ‘Creating a Good People’ while emphasizing moral practice. To
promote this widely, they created ‘awarding ceremonies’ as collective commemorative events,
which confirmed that strong control and discipline based on community values were inherent.
Furthermore, in this study, it was found that these awarding ceremonies worked as a device in
which the obedience mechanism to win over and control the body was operated while progressing
as relatively simple events., This study is meaningful in that it examined an institutional
mechanism that made colonial power percolate into daily life unconsciously using traditions
fabricated by the colonial power. However, since it was not able to look into other traditional
practices as focused on filial conduct only, this study likes to leave it as a future task.
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