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Validation of the Korean Short-Version of
Social Desirability Scale (SDS-9) Using the Rasch Model

Bae, Byeong-Hun Lee, Dong-Gwi Ham, Kyong-Ae

Yonsei University

The Social Desirability Scale-17 (SDS-17; unidimensional 16 items), developed by Stéber (2001), has distinct
strengths including: (a) its convenience in survey administration thanks to its relatively small number of items,
(b) appropriateness in its contents that presumably reflect the societal reality, and (c) its sound psychometric
properties (i.e., reliability and validity estimates) with adult samples over the age of 18. This study aims to
validate the SDS-17 with the sample of 302 Korean college students through systematic and robust processes to
assess the appropriateness and difficulty level of each item using the Rasch model. As a result, nine final items
with two factors were selected, and then convergent and discriminant validate estimates were calculated to assess

the validity of the revised version (SDS-9). This study ends with discussion of the utility of the scale in Korean

context as well as its limitations.
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