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{Abstract>

Inequality and "Homo Economicus’ in Shown
in The Seventh Day by Yu Hua (FRZE)

Myoung-Hee KIM
(Jeonju Univ.)

The Seventh Day (%5+X), by Yu Hua (£%), was published in
2013—30 years after China announced the reform and opened
up and executed its socialist market economy. China continued
its high-speed growth in the 21st century, joining the World
Trade Organization (WTO), hosting the Beijing Olympics
successfully in 2008, conducting its first successful manned space
(m#At; Shen Zhou) flight, and effectively organizing the Shanghai
EXPO in 2010. However, the gap between the rich and the poor
has been deepening because the benefits of the economic
growth were not evenly distributed. Therefore, this situation led
to the violation of human dignity beyond the social inequality
phenomena.

The purpose of this thesis is to study the social inequality and
’homo economicus’ depicted in 7he Seventh Day, a novel by Yu
Hua. First, this work tries to examine how inequality in the
socialist market economy has been shown in the aforementioned
work of fiction. Second, it tries to study how the death of the
homo economicus, the fictional characters, is connected to the
economic aspects. Third, it investigates the writer’s critical
perception of Chinese society and the orientation of his ideals
through his analysis of the governmental policies and inclinations
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toward equality.

The thesis is significant in that it examines how the cultural,
political, and economic relationships of the Chinese society—
which is already a combination of ’culture, politics, and
economy’ as a unified body—are interconnected in the socialist
market economy.

Key Words: Yu Hua, 7he Seventh Day, Inequality, Homo
economicus, 'Politics, economics, and culture’
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