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[ABSTRACT]

The Concept of “Uiri (##)” at the End of Nineteenth Century
through Newspaper Media during the Open Port Period

Mun Gyeong-Deuk (Jeonju University)

The concept of “Uiri (F5)” was a key concept in Neo-Confucianism, which was the
ruling ideology of the Joseon Dynasty, but it is used in modern Korean society negatively
or as comedy. The gap between these meanings shows that the concept of Uiri has also
changed in the process of modern transition. This paper applied conceptual history
methodology to analyze the concept of Uiri in the newspaper media during the open
port period.

First, this study confirmed the expansion and transformation of the Confucian concept
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of Uiri at the end of the nineteenth century. In other words, a kind of “politicalization”
occurred when a political dispute arose over the political incident of the late Joseon
Dynasty, and a “political doctrine” was established to seal it and establish the legitimacy
of the succession to the throne. In addition, the concept of Uiri representing the only
value system of Joseon was compared to the “new studies” of the West, and the “relative”
tendency was also confirmed. Furthermore, the concept of Uiri expanded to include
loyalty to the monarch and even to the nation, and extended “the Confucian thought

of righteousness (FfkAF%E)” to apply it to modern international relations.
Second, we were able to identify cases in which Confucian values disappeared within

the semantic field of the concept of Uiri. It was bringing about universal values, such

as rights and justice, to justify enlightenment. In articles related to Christianity, the
concept of Uiri, which was reconstructed in a different context from the concept of
Confucian Uiri, could be identified.
This analysis confirmed that the semantic field of the concept of Uiri in the late
nineteenth century was changing in its forms. In particular, the declaration of Uiri was
a key value representing Neo-Confucianism, but it was confirmed that it was no longer

Confucian during the Open Port Period.
conceptual history, semantic field, de-Confucianization, Hansung Sunbo, Hansung
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