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Literature Data of Japanese Colonial Era at Hyanggyo

: Current Status and Tasks

CHANG Soonsoon (Jeonju University)

The purpose of this study is to explore the current status of research on literature

data from Japanese colonial era at Hyanggyo and to identify the characteristics of these
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data and explore ways to preserve it in the future. The data of Hyanggyo from the
Japanese colonial era not only include documents related to the property of Hyanggyo
and a list of Hyanggyo scholars. There are also many official documents that have been
exchanged between the staff at the central institution and local Hyanggyo as well as
between local officials and local Hyanggyo. These official documents are important for
understanding the Japanese colonial era since they contain the specific facts on how
Imperial Japan used and controlled local Hyanggyo in its colonial rule.

To investigate and preserve the modern literature of the Hyanggyo, it is first necessary
to approach modern Hyanggyo materials as an objective source of history and not as
documents produced in the context of the Japanese colonial era.

Second, it is necessary to understand the current status of data that has been partially
investigated in various reports and data collections published in the past. In addition,
a nationwide inspection of the collection of materials for Hyanggyo should be urgently
conducted, DB should be established, and the release of books and materials introducing
related data should be published.

Third, the expansion of the area and categories of subjects of investigation is
required. When investigating documents related to Hyanggyo, it should not be limited
to the “space” of Hyanggyo. Data should also be investigated through contact with
people who were active in Hyanggyo. It is also necessary to investigate the materials
stored in museums and other places.

Lastly, the preservation of the materials of Hyanggyo is needed.

Keywords : Hyanggyo, Japanese colonial era, Hyanggyo scholars, Literature data, collection of

materials
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