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Abstract

Social Indoctrination implemented by the Japanese
Government—General of Korea in the 1920s

Seol Juhee

The Social Indoctrination in the Joseon Dynasty worked in a way that
those impressed by the life attitude of the implementer voluntarily change
themselves. It is characterized by the voluntary exemplary behavior of
the ruling class intended to change the behavior of the ruled class.

With the start of the ruling of Joseon by Japanese Imperialism in 1910,
a new form of Social Indoctrination was implemented in Joseon society.
The Social Indoctrination in the colonial era was intended to consolidate
the colonial system by instilling a modern way of thinking into the
colonists. The Japanese Government-General of Korea called this drive
“Social Indoctrination” policy, demanding ideological control and
material mobilization in the colonial society.

The economic crisis that had continued after the colonization of
Joseon caused anxiety in the Joseon society. The media began to address
the effectiveness of colonial rule. The ruling class that experienced the
3.1 Movement had to quickly stabilize the ruling system by calming the
social anxiety of Korea down as soon as possible. As a solution, the

Japanese Government-General of Korea planned two policies-economic

* Research Prof. Jeonju University.
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development and ideological stability, leading to full-scale implementation
of industrial development policies and social enlightenment drive.

The reason why the social enlightenment drive was carried out in
conjunction with economic policies was that the drive could lead to a lot
of effect with little investment. The policy line of the Japanese Government-
General of Joseon for economic development and stabilization of ideology
placed labor, which had been a means of making a living, as a means
of ‘enhancing productivity’, becoming the opportunity for the social
value of labor to spread.

In Jul 1921, the Department of Society was established in the Bureau
of Home Affairs of the Japanese Government-General of Joseon. It was
the first organization in charge of the social enlightenment drive
established in the Japanese Government-General of Korea. In the 1920s,
the Department of Society established in the Bureau of Home Affairs of
the Japanese Government-General of Joseon led the consolidation of the
ruling system through the stabilization of the ideology and economy of
the colonists. It was based on a judgment that the achievement of
economic growth would improve the life of individuals, thus reducing
social anxiety. The basic elements of economic growth of the Japanese
Government-General of Joseon were Thrift and Savings and ‘Active
Labor’.

Savings, regarded not just as “saving money,” but as the basis for
“enhancing economic productivity’, was linked to economic growth. In
addition, as savings should be supported by labor, the propagation of
the concept of labor was also important, Thus, by pointing out the
problem that labor and economy were considered vulgar in Joseon, the

Japanese Government-General of Joseon emphasized that social problems
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should be solved by encouraging labor.

Key word : Social Indoctrination, labor, thrift and saving, labor value, Japanese Government-
General of Korea
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