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Abstract

A Study on Changes in the Semantic Fields of
‘Bumin' Concept at the End of the 19th Century

—Focusing on Newspaper Media during the

Open Port Period —

Mun Gyeong-deuk®

The concept of ‘bumin’ has both meanings, which include ‘making the
people rich and wealthy’ as well as ‘rich and wealthy people’. The purpose
of this study is to analyze the semantic fields of the concept by applying
Rolf Reichardt's methodology of conceptual history to such concept.

First of all, the ‘bumin(& ) concept of ‘making the people rich and
wealthy belongs to Confucian governance theory as the means to the
ideal goal of moral edification and enlightenment as well as the realistic
goal of the people’s welfare. The concrete methodology of such concept
was tax reduction and frugality. In order to make ‘rich and wealthy
people’ contribute their property to participate in financial projects such
as relief work, the ‘bumin’ theory of ‘making the people rich and
wealthy first and educating them later’ was applied. However, in many
cases, ‘bumin emerged as victims to powerful mens exploitation and

thieves plunder.

* Research Professor, The Institute of Classical Studies of Korea in Jeonju
University
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In contrast, the semantic fields of ‘bumin’ concept during the open
port period seem to be de-Confucianized. The logic of ‘making the
people rich and wealthy first and educating them later was reversed into
the logic of ‘first educating the people to enable them to be rich and
wealthy later’. In addition, the contents to be educated were changed
into Western knowledge and science to be able to promote industries.
Furthermore, the goals of ‘bumin’ were replaced from Confucian goals,
including righteous virtue, the people’s welfare, sympathy, and royal
politics, to the realistic goals of national wealth and power. The
statements derived from Confucianism's governance theory and moral
ethics were presented only as the grounds for justifying these goals.
Although the position and realty of ‘bumin’ class during the open port
period were not different from those of traditional ‘bumin’ class,
Western capitalists were introduced as ‘bumin’ class and ‘bumin class
was considered as economic actors. Additionally, ‘bumin’ class tried to
actively respond to reforms and adapt to the changing times.

In light of the above results of this study, there were deep real gaps
between the logic of ‘making the people rich and wealthy and the
treatment of rich and wealthy people’. Also, even though there were
modern changes in ‘bumin’ class's purposes, means, and logical
structures within the semantic fields, the logic of pursuing rich and
powerful nations was still rationalized and justified by utilizing Confucian

statements.

Key word : conceptual history, Confucianism, govermance theory(&ttt5g), administering the
state to relieve the people s suffering&HHEE), de-Confucianization
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