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Establishment of Community in
Jeonju-hyanggyo(Z M%) and Community
Activities in Modern History

SEOL Juhee

In December 1924, a movement to form a new community began in
Jeonjuhyanggyo Confucian School in Jeollabuk-do. Yu-rim (f#K, Confucian
scholar) that belonged to Jeonjuhyanggyo Confucian School lamented that ‘morality
is slowly disappearing in society, and Confucian order declined that the society
is becoming disastrous.” Yu-rims held a meeting to establish Jonseonghoe(Z-E¢
) in order to eliminate moral laxity and spread Confucian morality in the
society.

Yu-rims who attended the meeting formed public opinion and established
Jonseonghoe the next month, January 1925. Most of these Yu-rims were community
leaders who maintained certain social status in the community. Most were in
government service during the Japanese Colonial Era, or in financial business
or social organizations and were trusted by both the government and community.
Since most of the members of Jonseonghoe were community leaders, Jonseonghoe
had naturality with Japanese Government-General of Korea.

At the time of organization in January 1925, 270 Yu-rims raised 1,000 won
([El) as Jonseonghoe fund. 3 years later in 1928, this fund doubled to 2,000
won. Yu-rims announced to use this fund for social indoctrination. Since the
1920s, social indoctrination was the main policy of Japanese Government-General
of Korea because they had to refine the public sentiment, which was intensified
due to March 1st Movement in 1919. Members of JonseongHoe worked for

this social indoctrination.
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Jonseonghoe lasted until Joseon was liberated in 1945. In September 1945,
Jonseonghoe member list was re-published. However, with the outbreak of the
Korean War in 1950, Jonseonghoe was naturally disbanded. Later in 1952, when
the traces of war still lingered, a movement to preserve Jeonjuhyanggyo Confucian
School began. It was suggested by Lee Byeong-eun and his son, Lee Do-hyeong,
who moved next to the school to protect it. They formed Wiseonggye (#i22#2)
to repair ruined Jeonjuhyanggyo Confucian School and revive the community
activities of the school. They were going to gather the Yu-rims spread throughout
Jeonju area through Wiseonggye, and use donation for the repair and operation
of Jeonjuhyanggyo Confucian School. However, public opinion was not formed
easily, and this plan failed at the time in 1952. Lee Do-hyeong proposed it
again in 1954, and at the end, Wiseonggye was established in 1954,

Key Words : Jeonju(®/Ml), Confucianism, Japanese Government-General of Korea,
Community, Japanese Colonial Era
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