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An Essay on Confucian Network of
Post-Confucius Society

HONG Seong-duk

This paper is a kind of an essay to suggest the directions to analyze social
networks of Confucian scholars in modern and contemporary era and construct
the appropriate system for the study. With the beginning of Japanese colonial
ruling, Korea became a post-Confucian society. The colonial modern times
required deconstruction of Korean traditions, which forced Korea to get out of
its Confucian culture. However, traditional Confucian scholars didn’t exclude
their Confucian culture. Even in the process of reorganization as a modern
society, the scholars didn’t give up inheriting Confucianism constructing their
own social network. Through the analysis of their social network in the post-
Confucian society, it is possible to examine the essentials and status of Confucianism
at that time.

With this study, we can understand the topographical map of Joseon’s
Confucianism more clearly, and change the studying paradigms of modern and
contemporary Confucianism. In addition, we may understand the diversity that
the Confucianism has in contemporary Korea. Further, understanding the canonicity
of Confucian culture in the post-Confucian society, we can suggest the functions
of Confucianism for the healthy Korean society for the 21st century. The social
network analysis begins from extracting relation-promoters from scholars’ personal
anthologies. Social network analysis should be rearranged according to time
series, and the geographical information of each scholar and the relations of
personal network formation should be clarified. Further, corroborative data to

understand the relation density among scholars should be suggested, and they
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should be verified upon the hierarchy of relationships.

In the Confucians’ social network system, there should be included human
information of both modern and contemporary scholars and common people,
and the information of the sources should be provided as well. For this, the
system should be designed on the basis of the database of names and their
sources, and categories of types and description explaining mutual relationships
among scholars should be developed. In addition, how two unspecified scholars
could be linked should be analyzed and provided visually. In fact, information
of modern and contemporary scholars is rather difficult to get than that of
premodern scholars. Thus, the system should be designed to be expanded and

changed more easily.

Key Words : post-Confucian society, Confucian scholars, social network,
relation promoter, Confucians’ social network system
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