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{Abstract)

The Sense of Crisis Felt by Confucian Scholars at
the End of the Korean Empire and Criticism of

Christian Doctrine
Kim, Kun Woo

This study analyzed On Civilization, China and Christian( "H /4
HAHE, ) by Ganjae(R7%) Jeonwu(H &), which was a discussion
of Civilization, China and Christian written by Ernst Faber who
was a German missionary. Faber engaged in missionary work in
China and thought that Chinese society should be radically
changed through Christianity because China was suffering from
social contradictions. Hence he wrote Civilization, China and
Christian in Chinese characters, referring to many classical writings
of China so that he could persuade Chinese people. Jeonwu (H &)
wrote On Civilization, China and Christian in 1901 when he was 61
to refute Faber's arguments one by one. The direct motive for
writing the book was the request from Song Byeong-Hwa (KK
#) and implicit in the book was Jeonwu(H:&)'s sense of crisis
about the rapidly expanding congregation of Christianity at that
time. Faber understood Confucian philosophy from the perspective
of a Christian missionary which was the rationale behind his
argument. While giving importance to the view of the Jade
Emperor of ancient China, he was convinced of the existence of
the absolute being. He also criticized that the Great Ultimate (the
yin-yang: A##) had no role to play as the actual governor of the
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universe. Faber argued for the existence of soul and the theory of
heaven and hell, and refused ancestor worship.

In On Civilization, China and Christian, Jeonwu refuted from a
Confucian standpoint the creationism of Christianity, Faber's view
of the Jade Emperor and soul, and ancestor worship. What he
argued for was the Confucian image of man as a being who should
do his duty as a human being without expecting as reward or
compensation for such practice. He maintained that Confucianism
and Christianity are fundamentally different, and it is pure
sophistry to claim as Faber did that they are two sides of one
thing. In other words, Jeonwu criticized Faber who selectively took
what was similar to Christian doctrines from Confucian scriptures.
He also raised the question concerning salvation of people outside
of Christian civilization who did not know about Christian teaching
from the first, and of the Chinese people who knew only of the
saints of China before the birth of Christ. Jeonwu's critique of the
Christian doctrine of salvation was from the standpoint of a secular

Confucian scholar.

Key words: creationism, soul, ancestor worship, the Jade Emperor,

salvation, heaven and hell



