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China’s Political Culture and Confucianism Revival

KIM Myoung—Hee

Research Prof. Jeonju University

The purpose of this paper is to examine why intellectuals in China today talk about the
Confucian discourse and why Confucianism has been revived in China, which became the G2
(Group of Two), and in modern China, a De-confucian society. China, in the 21st century,
is a De-confucian modern society, but why do Chinese intellectuals put forward Confucius and
Confucian culture, which they disposed of 100 years ago, as their new ‘civilization value’ in
the 21st century, a neo-capitalist era? This study is to explore why Confucianism has declined
in modern China, why Confucianism is reviving in today's China in the 21st century, and what
is the mechanism of Chinese society that has made this ‘Confucianism revival’ possible. Above
all, we examined the decline process of Confucianism in modern Chinese history. We examine
the following: First, why tradition was rejected during the May 4th Movement. Second, why
Confucius was criticized during the Cultural Revolution. With a methodology of cultural
studies, this paper has examined the phenomena of Confucianism revival in China, which
became the G2. In particular, we examined the national policy, Confucian discourse of intellectuals,
economic development and establishment of Confucius Institute and the introduction of the education
of traditional culture into institutional curriculum at universities and party schools. Through this
exploration, we examined the relationship between the rediscovery of Confucian culture in
China in the 21st century and the future image of the country in the 21st century that China
dreams of in the political and cultural context of the de-Confucian modern Chinese society.

[Key Words] Ddecline of Confucianism, Phenomena of Confucianism revival, Confucian ruling
ideology, Confucius Institute, Institutional education of Confucian ideas
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