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Abstract

The Recognition of National Land and the Theory of
Self-Powerful Country, by a Confucianist of Jeon-Ra
Province Yi-ki(Z=jfr, 1848~1909), in Modern

Transitional Times

Won, Jae Yeon*

Yi-ki(Zifr, 1848~1909) a patriotic journalist thought that the reformation
of the land system is the basic policy of self-powerful country, bringing about
the expansion of the source of tax revenue and the secure the livelihood
of national citizen. He succeeded the physiocratism of realistic school. He
tried to nationalize the privately-owned land gradually through the reducing
rent meaning the forsaking of the possessiveness for land by big landowners,
and so he might realize the ideal land-owning system Jeong-Jeon-Je(F:FH )
based on the theory of public sharing the land. He recognized well the
importance of making sure of the rent than any other through his experience
of participating in the national land survey in 1899. So he eventually frustrated
temporally the imperial Japanese intention of getting the right of cultivating
the waste land in Korea, by four times handing in the petition of opposing
the intention in 1904, fighting together Bo-An-Hoi({%%€r) through taking
effective nationwide public opinion movement. He thought that the recovering
of Manchurian territoy containing the province of Gan-Do([#]/5) by Korea
is very rightful, for he had the understanding of the Korean ancient history

that the territory was living land of Korean ancestors from the period of

* Jeonju University
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Gojoseon(d5AfE) to the time of Goguryeo(=/EE) and Balhae(i#)ifF). So he
urged the continual dispatch of smart officer of managing the province of
Gan-Do and he expressed his opinion on the trisection of Manchurian territoy
(M =273 by the three countries Korea, China and Japan, it should come
true by persuading the Japanese when they defeated the Russian through the
Japanese-Russian War. This opinion was the external expression of his internal

recognition of national land based on the theory of self-powerful country.

Key Words Yi-Ki(Z=jfr), Physiocratism, Patriotic Journalist, A Theory of
Public Sharing the Land, A Theory of Reducing Rent, Dominium
of the Province of Gan-Do, A Theory of the Trisection of
Manchurian Territoy, A Theory of Self-Powerful Country, A

Recognition of National Land
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