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Abstract

People who chose ‘Masse’: Citizens, People and Masse

Lee, Kyeong-Bae(Jeonju Univ.)

The modern nation-state is an ‘imaginary community’built on a symbol of
the religious ideology of ‘nationalism’ produced by the Enlightenment after the
Enlightenment, which dismantled religious idols, but it is an ‘real community’
because this imagination acts as a realistic ideology here. Although a nation-state
was established on the principle of separation of church and state, the spirit of
supporting the nation-state still operated as a logic of inclusion of violent identity,
such as the religious ideology of medieval denomination society, so the state
mechanism operates only as a logic of formulation of discrimination and exclusion
of unfamiliarity, not recognition of difference. The study, “People who chose
Masse: Citizens, the People, and Masse,” aims to pay attention to the discrimination
between beings within and outside the boundaries that occurred with the birth
of a modern nation-state, and examines how it is possible to find their share of
the “non-share” caused by this discrimination. To this end, Carl Schmitt, Walter
Benjamin, and modern violence discourse, which deal with the phenomenon of
sovereign violence in the nation-state, are dealt with in “IL. Sovereign power is
violence.” “IIL. The Existential Presence of Masse-People” then focuses on the legal,
political, and socio-economic layers of various forms of the “Masse-People”, such
as citizens, people, refugees, prisoners, foreigners, migrants, and migrant workers,
which are inevitable products in the process of inclusion and exclusion of national

sovereignty. Finally, the reasons and possibilities of the excluded people’s solidarity
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will be assessed in “IV. The Categorical Order of “We-People”.

Key words: Refugees, people, masse, citizens, nation—states,
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