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Abstract

The Theory of Ideal Society of Jeon Byunghoon, a Korean in
China in the early 20th Century

Lee, Dae-seung (Jeonju Univ.)

This article analyzes the ideal society theory of Korean Jeon Byunghoon in
China in the early 20th century and examines its characteristics and significance.

Jeon Byunghoon develops a different new thought while being influenced by
the modern Chinese Dathong Thought. Unlike the appeal of traditional Datong
Thought and the progressive view of modern Daedong Thought, he believes that
an ideal society that has reached the height of civilization will arrive within 200
years due to his view of time, view of history, and expectations for international
circumstances. He presents the form of government and political, economic, and
social systems that should be equipped in an ideal society through the “World
Unification Republican Government Constitution.” The “World Unification
Republican Government” proposed as a form of ideal society government is based
on Kant’s theory of permanent peace and is similar to the view of modern Chinese
Datong Thought of Kang Youwei (5 5). However, unlike Kang Kang Youwei,
he is characterized by discussing the world government president as a life-long
elected office and discussing the need for the morality of world government figures
and the practice of Daoism. In terms of economy and society, Jeon Byunghoon
emphasizes equality and welfare through power outages and equal production,
which is in line with modern Chinese Datong Thought. However, the “Propriety-
politics of the politics of the republican constitution Propriety-politics” proposed
in terms of the political system is a unique reason for Jeon Byunghoon, whose
political philosophical elements of the East’s Propriety-politics and the West’s
republican, democratic, and constitutional are prepared.

Jeon Byunghoon dreamed of a new ideal world through the preparation of

political philosophy from East and West. He has an important philosophical
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significance in that he broke down the boundaries of “Chosun and Chinese,”
“Tradition and Modern,” “Oriental and Western,” and planned “Beyond the

Boundary” by preparing the thoughts of the East and the West.

Key Words: Jeon Byunghoon (%3¢ 7%), Jeongshin Cheolhak Tongpeon (fifiy £
i), World Unification Republican Government Constitution (17— AllEL
Jff551%), Datong Thought (K[ 4, the Thought of Great Harmony), Ideal Social
Theory
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