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<Abstract>

The semantic field of slogan of ‘self-annihilation for the
sake of country(JfA#%/))’ during the Japanese Fascism
Period(1937~1945)

Mun, GyeongDeuk

The Korean word ‘Myeol-Sa-Bong-Gong(#(F.%4/")" means ‘sacrificing
an individual for the country’ and also means ‘abandoning self-interest
and striving for the public good.” However, this slogan has been appearing
since 1937 when Japanese fascism emerged. This is a slogan for Japanese
fascism and a concept that represents society at the time. This paper
applied the conceptual history methodology to analyze the semantic field
of the slogan ‘Myeol-Sa-Bong-Gong’ appearing in the newspaper media.

‘Myeol-Sa-Bong-Gong’ is a slogan created by combining traditional
concepts such as ‘efface oneself(J#.) and ‘public duty(F2R).
Therefore, it was used to demand the morality of officials serving the
public, or emphasized individual sacrifice and service for the community
or state. However, the slogan was actually a propaganda that glorified
the war and instigated it to sacrifice its life for the nation.

Furthermore, this slogan also implies the meaning of oppression and
control of the 'private area' that hinders sacrifice for the state. Politically,
it justifies the oppression of democratic activities. It also tried to instill
a mindset and ethical consciousness that takes individual sacrifice for

the state for granted. In particular, unlike the general view, this slogan
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is separated from the traditional Confucian culture of Joseon, and
represents Japanese fascism, a modern pathology.

It also served as a slogan to justify control over the production area
of the economy to support the invasion war of Japanese fascism. In
particular, control over working hours and wages was part of production
control by the state and capital. Furthermore, even in daily life, which
is a reproduction area, the behavior of the people was regulated.
Therefore, the semantic field of the slogan ‘Myeol-Sa-Bong-Gong’
shows that Japanese fascism ultimately tried to dominate all areas of

people's lives.

Key words : Conceptual history, public, private, totalitarianism, fascism,
imperialism of japan, economic control, life control
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