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[ABSTRACT]

The Torture Murder of Anti-Japanese Korean
Activists in the 1920s and 30s and the ‘Park
Hwi—Byung case’

Byun, Eunjin

Torture and torture murder in modern states are examples of the fact
that the rule of law is not implemented despite the name of a country
under the rule of law. In modern society, such as the ‘right not to be
tortured’ is only a legal regulation, and in the reality, torture has always
existed beyond time and space. Colonial Joseon society in the 1920s and
1930s, which advocated ‘cultural rule’, was no exception, especially for
anti-Japanese activists who were cited as ‘thought criminals’ or ‘political
criminals’, In Chapter 3 of the main body, the current status and nature
of the torture deaths of anti-Japanese activists between August 1919 and
July 1937 were examined through 20 newspaper articles of the time and
125 cases of people who were currently ordained as ‘independence
patriots’, Anti-Japanese activists who were tortured to death are
overwhelmingly from Hamgyeong North and South Provinces. These
characteristics reflect the situation in which many revolutionary red
peasant and labor movements in Hamgyeong-do from the late 1920s to

the first half of the 1930s were developed. Chapter 3 examined the
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general response to the issue of torture murder of anti-Japanese activists
and the ‘Park Hwi-byung case’, in which the victim’s response reached
its peak. This case in 1933 was a case in which the bereaved family of
the victim filed a lawsuit against the Governor-Ggeneral of Joseon for
5,000 yen in alimony, Although the trial result of the civil suit ended in
defeat, this case illustrates the free existence of individuals, the growth
of human rights awareness, and the development of awareness of the
relationship between individuals and the state in colonial Joseon society.
It was also the first meaningful event in Korean history that raised the

issue of ‘state compensation for state violence’,

Key words : Torture Murder, torture, ‘Cultural rule’, Flogging Act, Park Hwi-
byung, Anti-Japanese Activists




