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| Abstract |

Torture homicide cases under Japanese ‘Cultural
Rule’ seen through newspaper articles

(1920~19306)

Byun, Eun—Jin

| Jeonju University

This article reviews the overall status and character of the ‘Torture
homicide’ committed by the ‘ordinary police’ in the Japanese ‘cultural rule’,
In general, torture, especially ‘torture homicide’, often occurs to ‘political
prisoners or ‘thought criminals' who strongly resisted the existing system,
However, it is characterized by the possibility that any ordinary Korean
could be tortured and killed during the Japanese colonial period. This is
because that led to the reinforcement of assault and torture during the
interrogation process to obtain a confession after the abolition of the Flogging
Act, The frequent occurrence of torture homicide caused criticism both
inside and outside the colonized Joseon, but torture homicide continued to
occur until the mid-1930s, And in the background, there was a limitation
of Japan, a late capitalist country that started with a strong militaristic character,
Even if the Taisho Democracy expanded after the World War I, it shows
the limitations, backwardness, immature human rights awareness and violence
of the Japanese general, who were educated and grown under the
emperor system ideology.

There are a total of 37 cases of ‘torture homicides under ‘cultural rule’
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confirmed through newspaper articles (1920,4~1937.6). Looking at the
process of handling after the incident through these cases, it is generally
shown in the order of ‘investigation (the perpetrator’s side) — autopsy
and delivery of the body / complaint (the victim's side) / submission of a
petition — judgment — appeal (both sides) — judgment and disposition’,
The age of victims of torture homicide was large among young people in
their 20s and 30s, and it occurred overwhelmingly in northern regions
such as Hamgyeong-do and Pyeongan-do, Most of the victims applied for
an autopsy, but the question was whether they would easily accept the
results, In this case, it led to actions such as filing a complaint, submitting
a petition, and attacking police substations, Some perpetrators were punished
with leave of absence, salary reduction, transfer, dismissal, cancellation of
pension, and imprisonment (including suspension of execution), However,
in a total of 37 cases, when looking at the type of ‘crime’ of victims of
torture homicide, misdemeanors such as ‘theft crime’ and violation of laws
account for almost a half, In this regard, it can be confirmed that the
Japanese police did not view the general Korean people as free and equal

human beings with human rights.

Key words: torture homicide, torture, ‘Cultural Rule’, Flogging Act, ordinary police,
larceny, Japanese Imperialism
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