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Genealogy of the Discussion on Confucian
Sooyanggongboo Theory, Colonial Sooshin Discourse,

and Contemporary Character Education Theory

Kyoon-Seop Park (Kyungpook National University / Professor)

The history of interpretation of saramdoem/saramdaum in Korean society can be
grasped through pedagogical research on genealogy related to moral education theory. In
the theory of sooyanggongboo, which is the first stage of genealogical flow, it can be
said that life itself has the wisdom of the old future of the process of studying. On the
other hand, the colonial sooshin discourse, which is in the second stage, fully revealed
colonialism and anti-education against the backdrop of Japanese good faith theory.
However, critical reflection and response to this were not properly carried out. If we
discuss this through the message of Fiu [Returning], we can say that we have gone too
far on the wrong road and have fallen into a situation from which it is difficult to
revert. As a result, the confusion of Korean education led to the third stage of character
education theory, and the distorted identity continues. Only when it is possible to strongly
show the work of removing the obstacles to Korean education that is currently in
operation, will it be possible to correct the refracted values and life patterns thus far and

develop the right orientation.
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