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The struggle on the Public Land of the Choson

Dynasty : The dispute on the appropriation of forest and river by
the Royal Treasury

OH, Hang-Nyeong

Human beings have been living on the earth being attached for a long
time, Farming fields and orchards are private property, and hills, forests,
streams, rivers, beaches, and the sea are taken for public use, The Joseon
dynasty applied the same differentiation,

In the sixteenth century, new farming land was becoming scare and
expensive, and the appropriation of land was given economic value,
However, there was enough of land in addition to 1.5 million gyul, (One
gyul is equivalent to one hectare, though its exact size has differed through
the ages.) That public land was called the Royal Land, It was the king’s
property from the perspective of the royal power while the peasantry
regarded it as accessible to everyone for they used it for a long period
of time, They collected pheasant, hare, mushrooms, fish, berries, and
firewood, Naturally, the public land became an arena of conflict and
struggle between the Royal court and the peasantry,

From the beginning, the Joseon dynasty advocated the policy that “the

king shares mountains, forests, rivers, and lakes with his people (1L#)I],
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#RHZ).” So a large extent of the royal forest was open to the public
even though some restricted areas and hills were marked with Entrance
Forbidden pillars, The people could get firewood and a variety of produce,
and even cultivate arable land.

However, some parts of the public land were appropriated by the royal
power, A typical example was the exclusive right of use or the ownership
of the land gifted to the Royal Treasury (N#&7]). The question at issue
was whether the king has this kind of right or not, There has not been
a cure-all policy for the struggle over the public land in history, The king
and the royal family needed money for maintenance expenses, The Royal
Court enacted a law to restrict minimum the use of public land by farmers
in the eighteenth century,

Just as the European peasants lost their public land after the Enclosure
Movement, so did the Joseon farmers, The people of Joseon lost most of
its public land after the Land Registration Project conducted by the
Governor-General of Joseon from 1910 to 1918, Almost all the “land that
could be counted as the public land” was converted to “state-owned land
that can be disposed of by the Governor-General,” It was a private disposal
under the disguise of state-ownership, The privatization of railroad,
hospital, and airport seems to be on the same track as the exploitation
of public land was during the colonial period, This is the reason we invoke

the dispute over the Joseon public land in the 21st century,
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National Economy and Confucian Morality: A
Genealogical Search for National Economy Discourse

KIM, Yun-Hee

In Korea, the national economy was first described in Seoyugyeonmun,
or Observations on Travels in the West, written by Yi Giljun in the late
nineteenth century, He suggested that personal profit is related to public
or national wealth even though he preferred mutual encouragement as
opposed to competition, He was unsure of the invisible hand in the market.
He explained the mutual encouragement as an extension of Confucian
parental love and mercy to others,

The term "national economy" first appeared in 1905, It refers to the whole
of economic activities of the people and was conceived as the foundation
of an independent country, As the Japanese accelerated their economic
exploitation, the role and action of capitalists was highlighted as the leaders
of the national economy, However, their profit-seeking often did not
conform with public purposes, The newspapers argued that they should
work for the public interest while reconciling old morals and new
knowledge. As Japanese imperialism aggressively exploited the Korean
economy, these economic leaders were given the status of national assets,

The concept of national economy became more patriotic,
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The economic boom between 1914 and 1918 in Japan had a somewhat
positive effect on the Korean economy, and it was difficult to delineate
the characters of the Korean national economy, Lux Scientiae was a
magazine published by Korean students in Tokyo, Its writers regarded the
booming 1910s as a period of economic war, They argued that eagerness
of the Korean industrialists was strongly needed to win this economic war,
They believed that the development of a national economy would guarantee
national sovereignty. Still, both the boundary of national economy and its
internal consistency were vague and obscure,

It was during the economic depression after World War I when the
concept of the national economy took its shape, In the 1920s, some
nationalistic politicians tried to break the economic linkage between Japan
and Korea and to disclose discriminative narratives, They had a vision of
a national community to be the body of national economy, They continued
to prove national authority internationally through economic development,
but the frontline had to be adjusted because of the crisis of capital
accumulation, As Japanese society was rapidly industrialized, Korean
capitalists were specialized and divided, and the livelihood of workers and
farmers were under serious threat, Nevertheless knowledge and statistics
of population, trade, industry, and finance on the level of national economy
helped to represent the virtuous cycle of increased production, income,
and consumption which would contribute to the economic development
that the national economy dreamed to achieve,

The experience of personal discrimination that the colonial rule inevitably

imposed on the Korean people made them resistant to the
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Government-General, which in turn had negative effect on its policies,
However, the experience of discrimination, along with nationalist agitation,
turned their antipathy into an awakening for more earnings. The awakening
contributed to form the economic subject, or the middle class, who could
participate in any competition in the market to restore the capitalist system
that had reached a capital accumulation crisis, Ironically, it aimed at the
same target as the Government-General did,

The media gave coverage of bankruptcy cases, which was interpreted
as not just a material catastrophe but a loss of morality as well, This kind
of bankruptcy discourse helped to create a subject who could manage the
modern society and followed paths to converge on moral standards, As,
in the economic imagination of nationalists, a person was related to the
nation, personal morality was extended to that of the nation, which called

back the authority of tradition as an archaeological origin of the nation,
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